
Tongue-tied UK businesses find 

foreign trade lost in translation



When officials asked for the Welsh translation of a road sign, they thought 
the reply was what they needed.... 

Why choose a language GCSE?



Unfortunately, the e-mail response to 
Swansea council said in Welsh: "I am 
not in the office at the moment. Send 
any work to be translated". 
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UK needs language skills!
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UK needs language skills!



Going on to university?

Some of our best Universities may request the study of a language at GCSE as 
an entrance requirement for certain degrees and numerous degrees are 
offered with the study of a foreign language alongside, and the opportunity to 
spend a year studying abroad under the ERASMUS scheme, a year in Lyon for 
Aeronautical Engineering for example. 
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ü University of Birmingham
ü University of Bristol 
ü University of Cambridge 
ü Cardiff University 
ü University of Edinburgh 
ü University of Glasgow 
ü Imperial College London 
ü King's College London 
ü University of Leeds 
ü University of Liverpool 

ü London School of Economics & Political Science 
ü University of Manchester 
ü Newcastle University 
ü University of Nottingham 
ü University of Oxford 
ü Queen's University Belfast 
ü University of Sheffield 
ü University of Southampton 
ü University College London 
ü University of Warwick

For example UCL requires all UK Honours Degree students to enter UCL with, or 
have developed by graduation, a basic level of language competence.



Benefits of further study

ÅLanguages are a life skill.

ÅLanguages teach you communication skills and 
adaptability.

ÅCultural awareness.

ÅA social skill.

ÅLanguages give you the edge in the job market.

ÅGreater opportunities to travel and work abroad. 

ÅLanguages combine well with virtually any other 

subject for further study.



DƛǾŜ ȅƻǳǊǎŜƭŦ ǘƘŜ ŜŘƎŜΧ ǘƘŜȅ ŘƛŘΗ
Match thenameson the left to thedegreeson the right:

J. K. Rowling
Author (Harry Potter)

Paula Radcliffe
Athlete

Lucy Liu
Film star

Jonathan Ross
TV and Radio Presenter

Rory Bremner 
Comedian

Fiona Bruce
Newsreader

Chris Martin
Musician (Coldplay)

Nigella Lawson
TV Chef

Chinese Language and Culture
(1990)

European Studies
(1982)

French and German
(1983)

Modern European Studies
(1996)

Greek and Latin
(1999)

French and Classics
(1987)

Medieval and Modern Languages
(1983)

French and Italian
(1986)

J. K. Rowling
Author (Harry Potter)

French and Classics
(1987)

Paula Radcliffe
Athlete

Modern European Studies
(1996)

Bear Grylls
Survival Expert 

Hispanic Studies
(2002)

Jonathan Ross
TV and Radio Presenter

European Studies
(1987)

Rory Bremner 
Comedian

French and German
(1983)

Fiona Bruce
Newsreader

French and Italian
(1986)

Chris Martin
Musician (Coldplay)

Greek and Latin
(1999)

Rhod Gilbert
Comedian

Modern Languages
(1983)



GCSE MFL - What do you study?
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Theme One: Identity and Culture
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Theme Two: Local, national, international and global areas of interest
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Theme Three: Current and future study and employment



Sessions with Foreign Language 
Assistants
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