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Emotions as the key for creating 
engaged Foreign Language 
Learning



 What is emotion?



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xNY0AAUtH3g


Emotions in the Brain



https://docs.google.com/file/d/1oLmFeJfBXBIlO8lIuefL7Aq637fuA7L-/preview


Emotions and sensory input are   
on/off switches for learning processes. 



●
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Emotions Impact Language 
Learning



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EW7FBndUPe8


Emotions 
orchestrate 
attention
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Teach students: Self- monitoring





Attention Drives Learning and   
Memory



Boosting Attention: 10 - 2
● Teachers have to change certain things in their lesson 

planning to grab students’ attention at least every 10 
minutes. 

● The 10 – 2 strategy gives students time to process new 
information and share it during an oral presentation, 
video, or lecture.

● Every ten minutes, the input is stopped, and the teacher 
poses a question or a problem or gives time for 
processing what has been learned.

● Students (in pairs) talk, summarize, or solve a problem 
for two minutes before a different input resumes.



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=41nVnLm7EZU


http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7jBDsWOoWz0


http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=T03nOwZeWos


Lures for the brain: Reflect and Share 

● Are there components of 
the lesson that students 
can draw, sketch, color, or 
paint?

● Would a visual arts 
project be acceptable as 
an alternative assessment 
to measure student 
understanding?

● Is there a song or other 
musical composition that 
could be incorporated into 
the lesson or unit? 

● Is there a familiar tune that 
would help students 
remember important facts 
about the unit? 

● Could students write a poem, 
limerick, or play to illustrate 
major points in the unit?

● Is there a dance that could 
help students remember some 
critical events or information?

● Can students act out a play 
that other students wrote?





What is it like?
A foreign Language program should

● be for all students from K-12; 

● be a part of a systematic curriculum; 

● have a sequence in instruction; 

● have native speakers as instructors; 

● use the Natural Language Approach; 

● support  intercultural learning;

● develop the 21st Century Language Skills.





GOOD EMOTIONAL CLIMATE 
BENEFITS LEARNING 

● Non-threatening environment
● Space for student-initiated 

ideas
● Cooperation among learners
● Positive rapport teacher and 

students
● Students feel valued



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MikBRguJq0g


Reflect - Share - Discuss
Try to reduce the stress in each situation

●

●

●

●

“A Stressed brain does not learn the same 
way.”



…



    Repeat, Reinforce, Reflect
                  to Remember

●
●
●
●
●



Physical environments change 
the emotional brain



A 21st Century Classroom is...

● welcoming, 

● comfortable, 

● safe and open for mobility, 

● well illuminated, bright and colorful,

● uncluttered, easy access to resources,

● equipped with appropriate technology.



      Step Inside 

https://padlet.com/mlogun/brain1
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EOPe_cJ67No


http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=h7-D3gi2lL8


Group # 1: Adapted
● Give student strips (of index cards) of at 

least 20 words that are associated with a 

subject 

● Give them post-its labeled with the 

categories to sort the 20 words

● Have them sort the index cards under the 

labeled post-it categories.



 Group # 2: Medium/Basic
● Have students brainstorm a list of at least 20 

words that they associate with a subject given 
and have them write them on index cards  
strips.

● Give them the categories pre-written on 
post-its 

● Have them sort the words under each post-it 
category.



Group # 3: Advanced
● Have students brainstorm a list of at least 20 

words that they associate with a subject 
given 

● Have them write them on index cards strips.
● Have the group sort the cards into 

appropriate categories.
● Have them create labels for each category 

on post-its.



Ongoing 
formative 

assessments 
and prompt 

feedback 



Think - Share:  
How is feedback used in these scenarios?
In a class of 1st graders, pairs must 
create a simple map of the whole 
school, with concentration on a 
map of a room in the building. The 
map’s success is assessed, in part, 
by other students’ ability to use the 
map to find something, using the 
map key and compass rose. After 
each team has had others use their 
map, students self-assess using a 
few prompts (with smiley faces or 
sad faces) for each criterion to be 
circled reflecting their 
self-assessment as to how helpful 
and clear their map was.

7th-graders research and discuss 
the problem of pollution. Then, they 
prepare for an oral editorial for a 
mock TV newscast – What Should 
We Do About Garbage? The speech 
is videotaped. They review the 
videotape with a teacher and 
assistant. They look at two model 
videos. They self-assess their 
performance against rubrics. They 
propose revisions, and give they 
talk again. The rubric for the talk 
stresses the thoughtfulness of the 
self-assessment and the deliberate 
self-adjustments, not just the 
quality of the speech.



   Designing Brain - Friendly Lessons



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0r1LTe5KkSA


https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScI7lSfS6BA8dHuAkctwQI3yhfw1liwLA7N0DNZFQwFoEIBdg/viewform?usp=sf_link
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